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The 2020 
Census of 
Population and 
Housing (2020 
CPH) 
conducted last 
year revealed 
that total 
population of 
the region 
reached 3.68 
million. The 

latest count is 234,334 more than the population 
in 2015 counted at 3.45 million and 456,581 
more than the official count ten years ago at 
3.23 million. Two decades ago, the population of 
the region was recorded at 2.81 million, 872,585 
lower than the 2020 population. Meanwhile, the 
latest population of the region grew by 1.39 
percent annually from 2015 to 2020, lower than 
the population growth rate recorded in 2010 to 
2015 at 1.27 percent. Coincidentally, annual 
population growth rate recorded for 2015-2020 
is identical with the population growth rate in 
2000 to 2010.     
 
Across provinces in the region, the province of 
Isabela is still the most populous province in 
Cagayan Valley. Its latest population of 1.70 
million represents 46.0 percent of the total 
population in the region. Cagayan province’s 
latest count of 1.27 million persons is 34.4 
percent of the region’s population while Nueva 
Vizcaya shared 13.5 percent from its population 
count of almost half a million. Moreover, Quirino 
province contributed 5.5 percent from its latest 
count of more than 200 thousand while the 
province of Batanes is still the least populous 
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Production for cereals (palay 
and corn) during the 1st 
semester of 2021 was 
registered at its highest 
production for the past 15 
years in the region. For the 
very first time in the history of 
producing palay and corn in 
the region, the January – 
June 2021 estimates on 
production hit 1.5 million mark 
while corn production 
reached the 1.0 million level. 
Both crops posted its lowest 
production in 2010 with palay 
production at less than one 
million while corn production 
at less than half a million. 
 
Specifically, the 1st semester 
corn output for the past ten 
years showed a see-saw 
pattern of production. 
However, the latest two 
semesters (January to June 
of 2020 and 2021) showed an 
increasing trend with the 
latest estimate of 1.00 million 
metric tons showing 7.3 
percent increase versus the 
estimate in 2020. On the 
other hand, palay production 
showed a temperate increase 
since 2011 with the exception 

of the 2019 production. 
Surprisingly, the latest palay 
production at 1.59 million 
metric tons was a remarkable 
increase of 12.9 percent from 
the 2020 estimates.    
 
Despite boom in palay 
production for the 1st 
semester of this year, the 
region’s output is still below 
the total palay production of 

Central Luzon, with the latter 
production contributing 
almost one-fifth to the 
country’s total production 
while the latter at only 18.0 
percent. Other regions within 
the top 5 palay producing in 
the country includes Western 
Visayas, Bicol region and 
Ilocos region, in that order. 
These three regions had a 
combined share of more than 
one-fifth to the national 
production.      
 
On the contrary, the region’s 
latest corn production further 
firmed up its position as the 
number one corn producing 
region in the country. It 
shares more than one fourth 
of the total corn production 
entire the archipelago and 
almost equal to the total 
production of the other 12 
regions below the top 5 corn 
producing region in the 
Philippines. Its neighbour 
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Cereals Production in the Region for the 1st Semester, Highest in 2021 

Palay and Corn Production (in Metric Tons), Cagayan Valley,  

January-June 2007-2021 

Distribution of Palay Production by Region, Philippines,  

January-June 2021 
- continued on page 3  



 

The economy of the Cagayan 
Valley Region declined by 9.9 
percent in 2020. This was 
lower compared with the 6.9 
percent growth recorded in 
the previous year. The 
economic contraction was 
mainly caused by the 
declines in Construction with 
24.5 percent, Transportation 
and storage with 44.4 
percent, and Mining and 
quarrying with 50.9 percent. 
 
Despite the 
decline of the 
region’s 
economy, some 
industries still 
managed to 
grow in 2020. 
These are 
Financial and 
insurance 
activities which 
grew by 6.7 
percent; 
Information and 
communication 
with 5.0 percent 
growth; Human 
health and 
social work 
activities with 
7.4 percent 
growth; and 

Public administration and 
defense; compulsory social 
activities which grew by       
1.2 percent. 
 
Among the major industries, 
Services, which accounted for 
the largest share of the 
regional economy at 43.0 
percent, posted a decline of 
11.6 percent. AFF, which 
accounted for             31.1 
percent share, exhibited the 
least contraction at 0.2 

percent. Industry, which 
accounted about 25.9 percent 
share, decreased by 16.9 
percent.  

Of the 9.6 percent economic 
contraction in the country, 
Cagayan Valley Region 
contributed         -0.2 
percentage point while 
accounting for 2.1 percent of 
the total GDP. 

Cagayan Valley’s Economy Declined by 9.9 percent in 2020 

 
Growth Rates by Industry, Cagayan Valley, 2019-2020 

At Constant 2018 Prices in Percent 

Cereals Production in the Region … from page 2 

region, Ilocos region placed second in terms of corn production and shared only 14.2 percent to 
the national corn production. The BARMM region occupied the 3rd spot with 13.8 percent share 
while Northern Mindanao region and SOCCSKSARGEN region occupies the 4th and 5th spot, 
respectively. Both regions contributed more than one-fifth to the national corn output during the 
1st semester of 2021.  
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Cagayan Valley’s Exports of 
goods and services to Rest of 
the World (ROW) posted the 
largest drop with 50.8 percent 
in 2020, followed by Gross 
capital formation which 
declined by            31.7 
percent, and Imports of goods 

and services from ROW 
which dropped by 30.7 
percent. Likewise, Household 
final consumption expenditure 
(HFCE) also registered a 
contraction of      8.4 percent.  
 
On the other hand, Cagayan 

Valley’s Government final 
consumption expenditure 
accelerated to 8.8 percent in 
2020, which was faster 
compared with the 7.1 
percent recorded in 2019. 
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Cagayan Valley Region’s Household Spending Decreased in 2020 

Growth Rates by Expenditure Type, Cagayan Valley, 2019-2020 
At Constant 2018 Prices in Percent 

Real per capita HFCE 
declined by 9.4 percent in 
2020. The real per capita 
HFCE in the region was 
recorded at PhP 84,082, 
which was lower than the 
national level amounting to 
Php 118,723. 

Per Capita Household Final Consumption Expenditure 
Philippines and Cagayan Valley: 2020, at Constant 2018 Prices, in 

Pesos 



 

Cagayan Valley's Population … from page 1 

province in the region with 
only 18,831 persons counted 
in 2020.      
       
Four cities in the region 
topped the list in terms of the 
most populous city / 
municipality in the region. 
These four cities are the only 
political unit (in the municipal / 
city category) in the region 
where population is above the 
100 thousand mark. 
Particularly,  Tuguegarao City 
in Cagayan Province 
registered the highest 
population at 166,334 
persons. It was followed by 
the City of IIagan with 158,218 
persons and the City of 
Santiago, an independent 
component city, with 148,580 
persons, both in the Province 
of Isabela. In the 4th spot is 
Cauayan City, also in the 
province of Isabela, with its 
count at 143,403 person. The 
remaining 89 municipalities in 

the region had its population 
at less than a hundred 
thousand. 
 
Further, based on the 2020 
CPH, five of the 7 
municipalities in Batanes 
registered the lowest 
population in the region. 
These are the municipalities 

of Uyugan with 1,380 persons 
(the least populous 
municipality), Ivana with 1,407 
persons, Sabtang with 1,696 
persons and Itbayat with 
3,128 persons. Noticeably, the 
1st four municipalities 
enumerated showed a 
population of less than two 
thousand individual only.   

 

Distribution of Population by Province, Cagayan Valley, 2020 

Total Population and Annual Population Growth Rate, Cagayan Valley, 2000, 2010, 2015, 2020 
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The headline inflation rate in 
Cagayan Valley slowed down 
in the second quarter of 2021 
to 6.5 percent from 7.7 
percent in the first quarter of 
this year.    
 
Across months for the quarter 
in review, inflation rate 
declined to 6.2 percent in 
June from 6.5 percent in May 
and 6.9 percent in April of 
2021.  
 
Similarly, inflation in all 
provinces decelerated 
towards the last month of the 
quarter except for the 
province of Cagayan which 
exhibited otherwise. The 
lowest inflation among the 
provinces in the second 
quarter of 2021 was Quirino 
at 3.8 percent in June, while 
the highest was still in Nueva 
Vizcaya at 9.4 percent in 
May. 
 
The decline in the overall 
inflation in the last month of 
the quarter was due to the 
lower annual rate of increase 
in the Transport index at 14.6 
percent in June from 27.4 

percent and 34.1 percent in 
May and April, respectively. 
Likewise, decelerations in the 
annual mark-ups from May to 
June 2021 were noted in the 
following commodity groups: 
Alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco, Housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other fuels 
and Health. Meanwhile, 
higher mark-ups were 
observed in Food and non-
alcoholic beverages, 
Furnishing, household 
equipment and routine 
maintenance of the house 

and Restaurant and 
miscellaneous goods and 
services. The indices of the 
rest of the commodity groups 
such as Clothing and 
footwear, Communication, 
Recreation and culture and 
Education retained their 
previous month’s annual 
growth rates. 
 
 
 
 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Survey of Retail 
Prices of Commodities for Consumer Price Index  
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Inflation Rate Slowed Down in the Second Quarter of 2021  



 

• Cagayan Valley's unemployment rate in April 2021 was estimated at 8.8 percent. The 
reported rate was substantially lower than the record in April 2020 at 15.3 percent.   

 

• The labor force 
participation rate (LFPR) 
in April 2021 was 62.8 
percent, higher that the 
LFPR in the same 
quarter last year at 59.6 
percent.  This translates 
to  1.56 million who are 
either employed or 
unemployed.   

 
• Employment rate in the 

region posted a decline 
in April 2021 from 94.0 
percent in January 2021 
to 91.2 percent in April 
2021.  The estimate was 
higher than the recorded 
employment rate in April 
2020 when the first 
national lockdown was 
declared. 

 
• On underemployment 

rate or employed persons who expressed desire to have additional hours of work in their 
present job or to have an additional job, or to have a new job with longer hours of work was 
recorded at 15.3 percent in April 2021.  This is lower than the 17.5 percent reported in April 
2020 but higher that the 11.1 percent underemployment rate reported in October 2020. 

Cagayan Valley's Unemployment Rate is Estimated at 8.8 percent  
in April 2021  

Results from the April 2021 Labor Force Survey (LFS)

Apr 

2020f

Jul 

2020f

Oct 

2020f

Jan 

2021p

Apr 

2021p

Total Population 15 Years Old  and Over 2,443   2,478   2,489   

Labor force Participation Rate (%) 59.6     64.8     56.7     64.1     62.8     

Employment Rate (%) 84.4     90.6     94.2     94.0     91.2     

Underemployment Rate (%) 17.5     21.8     11.1     17.4     15.3     

Unemployment Rate (%) 15.6     9.4       5.8       6.0       8.8       

Notes:  f   Final
p  Estimates are preliminary and may change.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Labor Force Survey

Cagayan Valley
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Freshwater Ponds and Cages Output Boosted Aquafarms Production  
in Q1 2021 

 

The increase in the volume of 
aquaculture production was 
attributed mainly from harvest 
in freshwater ponds and 
cages particularly in the 
province of Isabela.  
Freshwater ponds output is 
up by 15.0 metric tons 
compared with the 2020 
recorded output. Production 

from freshwater ponds 
accounts for about 85.0 
percent share to total 
aquaculture production in the 
region and most likely to 
dictate the trend of the 
aquaculture output.  
 
Meanwhile, estimated 
production in freshwater 

cages recorded an increase 
of about 15.0 metric tons from 
previous year’s level. 
Production from freshwater 
cages supplied 3.8 percent to 
the total aquaculture 
production of the region.  
 
Moreover, production from 
Seaweeds Farms and Small 
Farm Reservoir (SFR) also 
recorded slight improvement 
compared to last year’s output 
with 22.0 and 14.5 percent 
increment, respectively.   
 
Particularly, seaweeds farms 
production showed an 
increment in output from 7.2 
metric tons in 2020 to 8.8 
metric tons this year. SFR, on 
the other hand, managed to 
perform better this year with 
its recorded output of 7.0 
metric tons from its record of 
6.1 metric tons in 2020. 
Seaweed farms and SFR 

Production of Aquaculture Farms (in MT) by Culture Type,  

Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2020-2021 

Aquaculture remained the 
second largest subsector of 
fisheries accounting for more 
than 25.0 percent of the total 
fisheries production in the 
region.  

- continued on page 10 

Volume of harvest 
from aquaculture 
farms accelerated 
by about 0.8 
percent in the first 
quarter of 2021. 

Aquaculture Fishery Production (mt), Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2020-2021 
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Production from Communal Bodies of Water Lifted  
Municipal Fisheries Output in Q1 2021 

Municipal fisheries production of Cagayan 
Valley recorded an increase of 0.5 percent 
in the First Quarter of 2021, from its output 
of 5,112 metric tons in 2020 to 5,139 metric 
tons in first quarter of 2021.  

- continued on page 12  

Marine Municipal Fisheries 
registered a decline of 77 
metric tons during the first 
quarter of 2021, from 3,325 
metric tons in 2020 to 3,248 
metric tons during the first 
quarter of 2021, Production in 
Marine fishing grounds in the 
region accounted almost two 
third (63.2 percent) of total 
municipal fishery production 
in first quarter of 2021. 
Provinces with coastal areas 
in the region includes 
Cagayan, Isabela and 
Batanes. 
 
In contrary, Inland Municipal 
fisheries production lifted the 
sub-sector’s performance as it 
posted a 5.5 percent 
increment, from 1,787 metric 
tons in 2020 to 1,891 metric 
tons this year.  
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contributed 0.4 and 0.3 
percent to the regional 
aquaculture production during 
the first quarter of this year. 
 
In contrast, production from 
Brackishwater Fisponds, 
Brackishwater Cages and 
Oyster Farms depicted 
downward trend this year. 
Output from brackishwater 
ponds is down by almost 12.0 
metric tons this year. In like 
manner, production from 
brackishwater fishcages 
registered a decrease of 
about 0.3 metric tons or about 
13.3 percent.  Relatedly, 
estimated production from 
oyster farms was down by 
four metric tons. In terms of 
contribution to total production 
of aquaculture farms this first 
quarter of 2021, brackishwater 
ponds shared 8.0 percent 
while oyster farms and 
brackishwater fishcages 
complemented 3.8 and 2.4 
percent, respectively. 
 
Across provinces, Isabela 
province shared almost three 
fourth of the regional 

aquaculture production.  The 
province registered the 
highest increment in the first 
quarter and this was realized 
from freshwater ponds and 
cages, the dominant culture 
type where most growers in 
the province were engaged 
with.  The province of Nueva 
Vizcaya shared about 13.4 
percent share to regional 
output and mostly harvested 
from freshwater ponds and 
SFR. The production of Nueva 
Vizcaya in the first quarter of 
2021 was down by five metric 

tons, from a total of 285 metric 
tons the previous year, it 
decelerated to about 280 
metric tons this year. Cagayan 
province came third in terms 
of productivity this quarter, 
contributing 11.8 percent to 
total output of the region. Bulk 
of harvests in the province 
came from brackishwater 
ponds. Due to spillover effect 
of the series of floodings 
experienced in last quarter of 
2020, the output of Cagayan 
suffered a   loss of 16 metric 
tons, from  its estimated 263 
metric tons output in 2020, it 
went down to only 247 metric 
tons this year.   
 
The remaining 3.1 percent 
share to total regional output 
was contributed by growers in 
Quirino province, outsourced 
from freshwater ponds, 
freshwater cages and small 
farm reservoir. The overall 
volume of production in 
aquafarms of the province 
was posted at 65 metric tons 
this year, five metric tons 
more compared to last year’s 
level of 60 metric tons. 

Freshwater Ponds and Cages Output… from page 8 

Percent Distribution of Aquaculture Production  

by Culture Type, Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2021 

Aquaculture Production (in MT) by Province, 

Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2020-2021 - continued on page 11  
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Percent Share of Aquaculture Fisheries Production  

by Province, Cagayan Valley,  

First Quarter 2020-2021 

Freshwater Ponds and Cages Output… from page 10 

Production of Top Ten Species of Aquaculture Farms  

(in MT),  Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2020-2021 

Percentage Distribution of Aquaculture Farms by Specie,  

Cagayan Valley, First Quarter 2021 

All species registered positive trends 
except production of tiger prawn and 
endeavor prawn which showed negative 
indicator.  

Tilapia culture dominated the 
volume of produced comprising 90.7 
percent to total aquafarm harvest in 
the region. The specie reached 
1,896 metric tons this year 
surpassing its level of 1,890 metric 
tons in 2020 or about 0.3 percent 
increased.  
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The Philippine Statistics 
Authority Regional Statistical 
Services Office II  
(PSA RSSO II) conducted, 
once again, a Press 
Conference for the 
dissemination of the 2020 
Report on the Economic 
Performance of the region as 
measured by the Gross 
Regional Domestic 
Expenditure (GRDP) and 
Gross Regional Domestic 
Expenditure (GRDE). The 
said Press Conference was 
held on April 29, 2021 via 
Zoom Application. 
 
Regional Director (RD) 
Marilyn T. Estrada reported 
the 2020 Cagayan Valley 
Economy and highlighted that 
the economy of the region 

declined 
by 9.9 
percent in 2020., lower 
compared with the 6.9 percent 
growth recorded in the 
previous year.  
 
Meanwhile, RD Dionicio C. 
Ledres, Jr. of the National 
Economic and Development 
Authority Region 02 (NEDA- 
R02) shared his policy 
implications on the reported 
GRDP/GRDE results. He 
stated that COVID-19 
significantly affected key 
sectors of the economy, but 
has created opportunities in 
others such as Financial and 
Insurance activities which 
grew by 6.7 percent; 
Information and 
Communication with 5.0 

percent growth; Human 
Health and Social Work 
activities with 7.4 percent; and 
Public Administration and 
Defense which grew by 1.2 
percent. 
 
RD Ledres further stated that 
despite the disruptions that 
the health pandemic has 
caused, Cagayan Valley will 
continue to sustain its efforts 
to contain the spread of the 
virus, find ways to mitigate its 
impact, and slowly resume 
social and economic activities. 
He also stated some of the 
recovery efforts being done by 
regional and national 
agencies to fight the deadly 
pandemic. 
   
RD Ledres further 
emphasized that they will 
continue to pursue key 
regional development 
strategies in support to 
economic development such 
as Infrastructure development, 

PSA RSSO II Disseminated  
2020 GRDP/GRDE Results  

- continued on page 16 



 

As part of the nationwide 
implementation of the 
Philippine Identification 
System (PhilSys), PSA 
Cagayan Valley launched its 
Step 2 Registration Centers in 
the provinces of Batanes and 
Quirino last 31 May 2021 and 
Nueva Vizcaya on 01 June 
2021.  
 
RD Marilyn T. Estrada, 
personally attended the 
launching at PSA-Quirino.  In 
her message, she shared the 
history of PhilSys and 
explained the functions and 
importance of the ID to 
nation’s development.  She 
highlighted that the use of the 
said ID will streamline 
government and private 
transactions, reduces fraud 
and promotes ease of doing 
business. “The 
implementation and roll-out of 
this ID System was no easy 
task, but thanks to our Local 
Government Units (LGUs) for 
extending full support to this 
projects.  President Duterte 
envisions this project to be a 
way to eliminate corruption 

and promote cashless, 
paperless and presence-less 
transactions especially to our 
indigent communities.”, RD 
Estrada added. 
 
Meanwhile, Hon. Dakila E. 
Cua, Governor of Quirino 
seconded RD’s message.  He 
emphasized that the said 
project will close gaps 
between the government and 
its people and is the perfect 
response to diminish the 
digital divide.  Gov. Cua also 
shared that the provincial 

government of Quirino is 
currently working-out in 
making Quirino the first 
“SMART Province” in the 
country.  He stressed that at 
present, they are coordinating 
with telecommunication 
agencies which will partner 
with them in putting-up a 
strong and reliable internet 
connection to every corner of 
the province of Quirino.  He 
ended his speech by ensuring 
that the provincial government 
will continue to provide its 
support to successfully 
implement PhilSys in his 
province and guaranteed that 
the PhilSys staff will receive 
their first and second jab of 
COVID-19 vaccines for 
protection as they transact 

Small-scale Roll-out of PhilSys Step 2 
Registration Started in the Province of Batanes, 

Quirino and Nueva Vizcaya  

CSS Cherry Grace D. Agustin showing 
the equipment used in registering 
individuals. 

CSS Cholly L. Bayon with Mayor 
Ralph  Lantion of Bayombong during 
the ceremonial cutting of ribbon. 

Rd Estrada delivering her speech to the province of Batanes through video 
presentation. 

- continued on page 16 
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Six Municipal Civil Registrars 
(MCRs) of Batanes and five 
PSA employees of PSO-
Batanes attended the Third 
Level Training for the 
Implementation of the 
Guidelines of Administrative 
Adoption under RA 11222 via 
virtual conferencing. 
 
In her inspirational message, 
RD Estrada highlighted on 
the importance of the 
Simulated Birth Rectification 
Act (RA 11222).  Ms. Elisa G. 
Come, Registration Officer I 
of PSO-Batanes presented 
the objectives and overview 
of the training.  
 
Mr. Rodelio D. De la Fuente, 
Registration Officer I of the 
Civil Register Management 
Division (CRMD), discussed 
the synopsis of the 
Implementing Rules and 
Regulations on Republic Act 
No. 11222 as well as the 
process flow in the filing of 
petitions for the issuance of 
the order of administrative 

adoption. Moreover, the topic 
on the procedures and 
requirements in rectifying the 
simulated birth records of 
children and prescribing 
administrative adoption 
proceedings were diligently 
tackled by Mr. De la Fuente 
together with Ms. Luzviminda 
N. Cruz, Registration Officer 
III of CRMD.   
 

The closing remarks was also 
delivered by Ms. Milagros C. 
Adduru, Chief Administrative 
Officer of PSA-RSSO II. 
 

To gauge the knowledge and 

understanding of the 

participants, a pre-test and 

post test were given before 

and after the training.  

Chief Administrative Officer Milagros C. Adduru 

giving her closing remarks 

Third Level Training on the Implementation of the Guidelines  
of Administrative Adoption under RA 11222 Conducted by PSA-Batanes 

CSS Ramil G. Abad (L) and RD Marilyn T. Estrada (R) delivering the 

Opening Remarks and Inspirational Message, respectively. 

Registration Officer I Rodelio D. De la Fuente 

discussing his topic 



 

Small-scale Roll-out of PhilSys… from page 14 

 with people face-to-face 
everyday. 
 
During its first day of Step 2 
registration, LGU of Aglipay, 
Quirino registered a total of 93 
residents.  This includes 

Mayor Jerry T. Agsalda who 
also graced the launching 
activity.  Moreso, the 
municipality of Diffun which 
was opened on the same day 
registered a total of 94 
registrants for its first day 
operation. 
 
Meanwhile, key officials of the 
municipality of Basco in the 
province of Batanes and PSA 
staff graced the launching  of 
PhilSys in the province.  Mr. 
Ramil G. Abad, 
Chief Statistical 
Specialist 
(CSS) of PSA-
Batanes 
reported a total 
of 16 
individuals 
have 
successfully 
completed Step 

2 registration.  
 
On the other hand, PhilSys 
team in the province of Nueva 
Vizcaya  registered a total of 
102 individuals in the 
municipality of Bayombong, 
Nueva Vizcaya.   
 
The messages of the 
Regional Director were 
delivered via video 
presentation in  provinces 
during their launching activity. 

PSA RSSO II Disseminated… from page 13 

improvement of AFF 
productivity and resiliency, 
agricultural diversification and 
value-adding activities, attract 
investments in Information 
Technology including support 

and develop farm, river, 
nature and culture tourism. 
 
Meanwhile in his closing 
message, Engr. Girme M. 
Bayucan, Chief Statistical 

Specialist of the SOCD, 
thanked all the participants in 
the said forum and extended 
his gratitude to all the data 
sources which greatly 
contributed in the estimation 
and compilation process. 
 
The virtual press conference 
was attended by some 94 
participants coming from the 
media, Regional Line 
Agencies, private sectors, 
academe and Local 
Government Units (LGU’s) 
and was also broadcasted live 
via livestream at PSA-RSSO II 
Official Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
PSACagayanValley/. 

The personnel of PSA Fixed Registration Center of Basco. 

Cong. Ciriaco B. Gato, Jr. and Mayor 
Demetrius Paul C. Narag (L) cuts the 
ribbon during the launching of the Fixed 
Registration Center (FRC) in the province 
of Batanes. 
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